briefly, skilfully and always from a practical standpoint. There are no coloured illustrations (at the modest selling price this would be unusual) but the 98 photographs which illustrate the book have been well chosen and are excellently reproduced.
It is a little depressing to read the authors' opinion that awareness of the many undesirable effects of treatment has perhaps been the greatest advance in the practical management of skin diseases during the last seven years. Although my immediate reaction is to dispute this statement, more prolonged consideration forces me reluctantly to agree that it may well be correct. The belief has ensured that, throughout the book, instructions concerning treatment have been carefully compiled and are adequate for the average reader.
In conclusion, there need be no hesitation in stating that, of its type, this is a very good book. The two main sections of this book cover the protozoal and helminthic infections of man, while the third rather briefly describes the arthropods of medical importance. The main emphasis in the text is devoted to descriptive accounts of the parasites themselves and the clinical features produced by each infection. Two chapters describe diagnostic methods and these together with the technical appendices at the end of the book should be particularly helpful, although little mention is made of immunodiagnostic methods. Although none of the illustrations are coloured they are of high quality and include 13 original full-page life cycle drawings. For its size this book contains a great deal of information which is both accurate and up to date; useful references are given at the end of each chapter. The inclusion of a certain amount of anecdotal material makes it very readable and should make factual information easier to memorize. As pointed out in the preface, the treatment of parasitic infections is constantly changing and often the subject of controversy; this applies particularly to ameebiasis and the hermaphroditic fluke infections. In spite of this the drugs and schedules recommended should be acceptable to most workers in this field; although not all would agree that metronidazole has replaced all other drugs in the treatment of amoebiasis. Diloxanide furoate, a most useful drug in amoebic cyst passers, is not mentioned -perhaps because this drug is not available in the USA.
This book, despite its expense, can be strongly recommended to all those concerned with the clinical management of parasitic disease.
RICHARD KNIGHT
Selected Writings of Sir Arthur Hurst edited by Thomas Hunt CBE DM FRCP pp xiv+218 illustrated £2 London: British Medical Association Jbr the British Society of Gastroenterology 1970 This volume has been published for the British Society of Gastroenterology in honour of its first President, Sir Arthur Hurst. In the foreword, Professor L J Witts draws attention to his notable contributions to neurology, psychiatry and particularly gastroenterology. The first chapter deals with his contributions to radiology of the gastrointestinal tract and there follow chapters on the cesophagus, stomach, colon and colitis. These include papers on achalasia of the cardia, aspirin and gastric hemorrhage, constipation and megacolon. Each is a classic in its own right. -The last two chapters deal with general subjects and annotations. Of particular interest is the chapter on the etiology and treatment of war neurosis, a subject about which Sir Arthur wrote much. Although this volume represents only a very small fraction of his published work, his brilliance and industry are obvious and it is understandable why his case demonstrations attracted many people, not only from Guy's Hospital, but from all parts of the world. This is a volume which every clinician and especially those interested in gastroenterology, will want to read.
IAN MCCOLL A Synopsis of Ophthalmology by J L C Martin-Doyle MRCS LRCP DO 4thed ppx+280 £2-50 Bristol: John Wright 1971 This well-known synopsis of ophthalmology has now been published in a fourth edition. The book covers many ophthalmic diseases, and yields the maximum amount of information in a minimal amount of space. New sections have been added; a chapter on recent advances includes information on ultrasonography, fluorescein angiography and lasers, and the chapters on the ocular side-effects of systemic medications and the ocular manifestations of systemic diseases have been enlarged. The work is not well illustrated, and this is a weakness in view of the advances that have been made in this field. Though the treatments of the various diseases are generally listed in full, adequate cover is not always given to the more recent advances, and older methods may still claim a greater amount of space. There is a detailed description of the use of diathermy in retinal detachment surgery, but barely a mention of the advantages of cryosurgical techniques. Similarly, the value of the microscope in ophthalmic surgery is not mentioned.
Though it would appear that this volume does not completely represent up-to-date methods of treatment, it clearly remains of value both to the undergraduate and to the postgraduate in preparing for their degrees or diplomas. D L EASTY Background to Migraine edited by J N Cumings MD FRCP FRCPath pp xiii+89 illustrated £2-25 London: William Heinemann 1971 This short book contains the papers given at the Fourth Migraine Symposium, held in London in September 1970. On this occasion the papers were in general slanted towards an audience of clinicians rather than research workers. They cover* various aspects of the subject and of special interest is Dr Phillips' discussion on 'Migraine and the pill' and Dr Waters' study on 'Epidemiological aspects of migraine'. Professor Cumings' Sandoz lecture on biochemical aspects of migraine completes the volume and he emphasizes how little is at present known about this aspect of the disorder. The organizing committee of an important international congress face a dilemma when they consider their policy with regard to publication of the proceedings. They have to choose between many alternatives, the extremes of which are publication of a superbly produced, but possibly out of date, volume many months after the congress, and the publication of the papers in advance, even before they are delivered. The organizers of the Third Asian and Australasian Congress of Anesthesiology chose the latter alternative and, since the papers must have been submitted a considerable time before the congress, it must be accepted that some speakers may possibly have revised the content of their contributions before they were actually presented. The publication of spontaneous comment or criticism from other speakers is also necessarily excluded.
This volume which has emerged is nevertheless a valuable record ofcurrent thought on aneesthesia and contains contributions from many recognized international authorities from both inside and outside the continents for whom the congress was primarily organized. Twenty-two sessions are presented in chronological order. Six of these were organized symposia, but several were followed by sessions in which free papers related to the preceding symposium were presented. This arrangement has added considerably to the depth with which the various topics have been explored. These include currently controversial subjects such as obstetric analgesia and anesthesia and the response of the endocrine glands. There is a particularly valuable section on multiple trauma, and the papers on anesthesia in the Asian/ Australian Region are of important social and historical interest.
The volume would have benefited from the inclusion of a detailed index in addition to the table of contents and list of contributors. The book is inevitably costly, but not unduly so for such a publication. It should certainly be in the libraries of all teaching and academic departments. Since the work concentrates upon the output of but one school of workers, albeit an important one, it cannot purport to be a completely comprehensive account of the advances in the subject during the period covered. Much of Dr Wiener's recent original work has been devoted to investigating the blood groups of apes and monkeys and some twenty papers on this subject are included. The implications for human blood groups are discussed. This is a valuable section of the book. There is also a useful collection of articles on the medicolegal aspects of blood groups.
Too much space is awarded to papers on blood group nomenclature, many of which deal with old controversial matters of which most of us are weary, but which Dr Wiener insists on keeping alive. He diminishes his undoubtedly great reputation as a leader in the field of blood groups by his intolerance of any interpretation of blood group phenomena other than his own.
Among the final sections of the book, selected articles by a few other well-known specialists
